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2026-2027 SCHOLARSHIP
APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS
Honoring Their Legacy. Investing in Yours.
	3
SCHOLARSHIPS
	$2,000
EACH AWARD
	MARCH 31
APPLICATION DEADLINE



ABOUT THE SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
The Miami Firefighters Federal Credit Union (MFFCU) Scholarship Program was created to honor the memory and legacy of fallen firefighters while supporting the educational goals of the next generation.
Each year, MFFCU will award three $2,000 scholarships to eligible MFFCU Youth account holders. Each scholarship recognizes a different area of achievement: scholastic honors, community service, or written expression. Eligible applicants may apply for all three scholarship categories; however, each applicant may receive only one scholarship award.
THE 2027 SCHOLARSHIPS
	Lieutenant Gabe Soto Scholarship
SCHOLASTIC HONORS
Recognizes a student who demonstrates academic achievement, dedication to education, and a commitment to academic excellence.



	Firefighter Sidney Houpt Scholarship
COMMUNITY SERVICE
Recognizes a student who demonstrates a meaningful commitment to serving others through volunteer work, leadership, school activities, or community involvement.



	MVFD Oliver Johnson Scholarship
WRITTEN ESSAY
Recognizes a student who demonstrates strong writing ability, originality, thoughtful reflection, and effective communication through the required essay.



ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS
• Be an active Miami Firefighters Federal Credit Union Youth account holder at the time of application.
• Be a graduating high school senior.
• Be accepted to or planning to attend an accredited college, university, trade school, technical school, or other eligible post-secondary educational institution.
• Plan to enroll during the upcoming academic year.
• Submit a complete application and all required documentation by the application deadline.
• Meet any additional requirements specific to the scholarship category selected.
REQUIRED APPLICATION MATERIALS
01 | COMPLETED APPLICATION
Complete the official MFFCU Scholarship Application and provide all requested personal, academic, and contact information.
02 | ACADEMIC TRANSCRIPT
Submit a current high school transcript. For the Lieutenant Gabe Soto Scholarship, academic performance and GPA will be an important part of the selection process.
03 | PERSONAL STATEMENT
Submit a personal statement of 250–500 words responding to the prompt below.
04 | SCHOLARSHIP-SPECIFIC SUBMISSION
Provide the additional information or essay required for the scholarship category selected.
05 | LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION
Submit one letter of recommendation from a non-family member who can speak to your character, accomplishments, academic performance, leadership, or community involvement.
	PERSONAL STATEMENT PROMPT
Tell us about yourself, your goals for the future, and an experience, person, or value that has helped shape the person you are today. How will your education help you make a difference in your community?


SCHOLARSHIP-SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS
Lieutenant Gabe Soto Scholarship | Scholastic Honors: Provide information about academic achievements, honors, awards, and other accomplishments.
Firefighter Sidney Houpt Scholarship | Community Service: Provide a list and description of community service, volunteer activities, leadership roles, school organizations, and other service-related involvement.
MVFD Oliver Johnson Scholarship | Written Essay: Submit an original essay responding to the annual scholarship essay prompt. The essay must be the applicant's own work.


2026-2027 MVFD Oliver Johnson Scholarship Essay Prompt:
Artificial intelligence gives us the ability to solve problems in ways that were once impossible. But just because we can use AI to solve a problem does not always mean we should.
If you were given the opportunity to use artificial intelligence to solve one problem in your school, community, or the world, what problem would you choose? Explain how you would use AI to address it, and discuss the potential consequences of your solution. What challenges, ethical concerns, or unintended effects would you need to consider before deciding that AI is the right tool for the job?
Your response should demonstrate both creativity and critical thinking. Consider not only what AI could accomplish, but also what could happen if the technology is used incorrectly or without careful consideration.

APPLICATION DEADLINE
	MARCH 31, 2027
Applications must be received by 11:59 p.m. on March 31, 2027.


SELECTION & AWARD INFORMATION
Applications will be reviewed by an MFFCU Scholarship Selection Committee. Each scholarship will be evaluated according to criteria specific to its purpose, including academic achievement, community service, leadership, written communication, personal statement, and recommendation, as applicable.
One recipient will be selected for each scholarship. Each recipient will receive a one-time, non-renewable $2,000 scholarship.
Recipients may be required to provide proof of enrollment before scholarship funds are distributed. Scholarship funds may be used toward qualified educational expenses, including tuition, required fees, books, and required course materials.
APPLICANT CERTIFICATION
Applicants certify that all information submitted is true and accurate and that all submitted work is the applicant's own work. MFFCU reserves the right to verify information provided in an application. False, misleading, or incomplete information may result in disqualification.
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